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Water Festival Provides a New Perspective on Water 

Resources  

 

Liberty Lake, in east Spokane County, was the location for the Northwest Nat-

ural Resources Instituteôs 14th annual Water Festival on September 22nd and 

23rd.  Fifth graders from District 81 in Spokane and Freeman School District 

spent the day learning about our areaôs water resources and their importance to 

our way of life.   

  

Volunteers from the Department of Ecology, Midas Gold, the Spokane Conser-

vation District, the West Valley Outdoor Learning Center, Spokane County 

Water Resources Department and Spokane Fly Fishers lent their time and pro-

fessional knowledge to the program.  Throughout the day, students attended 

presentations on water and geology, groundwater, the Spokane aquifer,  water 

conservation, water jeopardy, the watershed, benthic bugs, keeping drinking 

water safe, uses of water for recreation, the water cycle and how wildlife 

(birds) need water to survive.  
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Thank You Washington Wheat Farmers . . .  

By Riley LaMie 

 

At the end of each Wheat Week, students are given the 

opportunity to share with wheat farmers their thoughts 

about Wheat Week by writing thank-you post-cards ad-

dressed to our Washington Wheat farmers. This helps 

make students aware of the educational and scientific 

roll that wheat farmers have in their meal choices and 

gives them the chance to say thank you. Often students 

reflect on the exciting things they have learned during 

the course of the week and are usually shocked by the 

presence of wheat in their daily lives.  


