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        More Work To Do  

Columbia Basin Ground 
Water Management Area 
Age Dates Ground Water  

 
Age dating ground water can 
assist water managers in 
assessing recharge sources and 
pathways. Franklin CD helped 
sample numerous wells 
specifically targeting the 
declining aquifer in the Odessa 
ground water sub-area.  Many 
of the wells contained water 
over 10,000 years old.  This 
implies a very limited recharge 
source to this imperiled aquifer 
system. Bringing surface water 
from the Columbia River to this 
area may be the only way to 
save the aquifer. 
 

Franklin CD Assists USDA 
with Conservation Reserve 

Program  (CRP)  
 

Franklin CD staff conducted 
field inspections on 28 fields 
covering 1567 acres of CRP 
plantings.  The inspections 
were to ensure that the plant 
species and densities met 
certification criteria for CRP 
sign-up #41.  
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Franklin Conservation District will be 
working with USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation Service to 
evaluate a new landscape energy 
conservation tool.  The goal of the 
tool is to identify areas within a 
farming operation where energy 
conservation opportunities exist. 
 
Franklin Conservation District is 
contributing funds to Washington 
State University to assist in the 
development of a new deep furrow 
drill.  The goal of the project is to 
develop a new drill that can seed 
into large amounts of surface 
residue.  This will give growers a 
new tool to h elp prevent wind 
erosion and improve air quality.  
 

 
 

Wildlife Habitat Serves Dual Role 
 
Resource Challenge  

In many areas all over the world pollinators are in 
decline.  Feral honey bee populations in the US 
have dropped about 90% in the past 50 years. At 
the same time managed honey bee colonies have 
dropped by about two  thirds. The Xerces Society 
has indicated that the best way to conserve 
pollinators is to protect, enhance or provide 

habitat. 

Established Wildlife/Pollinator 

Planting 

 

Project Summary and Results  
 
For several years the Franklin Conservation District, with funding from the 
Washington State Conservation Commission, has offered producers 
technical and financial assistance to implement upland wildlife habitat 
projects.  The Conservation District designed the habitat to foster food and 
shelter for upland wildlife such as pheasants and deer.   
 
With the increased focus and concern regarding pollinators the district 
looked to incorporate species in the proposed planting plans that would also 
benefit pollinators.  Information provided by the Xerces Society and the 
Natural Resource Conservation Service was consulted and planting plans 
were adopted that included a greater abundance of flowering shrubs that 
would also benefit pollinators.   
 
The dual role of upland wildlife habitat now has conservation district staff 
thinking about ñwildlifeò in a whole new way.  Not only are the needs of 
larger species considered but also bees, butterflies and other pollinators are 
addressed as well. 
 
Key Project Partners - Franklin Conservation District, Washington State 
Conservation Commission, Xerces Society, Natural Resource Conservation 
Service and numerous landowners in Franklin County. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honey_bee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beekeeping

